
 

ON THE FLY DEBUTS FIRST ELECTRIC “SMARTKARTS™” IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Zero-emission, Ecovending™, Grab-and-Go Vendor Offers Healthy, Environmentally Friendly 
Alternative for Discerning Urbanites 

 
Washington, D.C.,– November 27, 2007 – In partnership with the Washington D.C. Government, 
Global Electric Motorcars (GEM) and local food providers, On The Fly zero-emission SmartKarts, 
will be placed in strategic locations throughout Washington D.C. beginning this week.   The first 
vehicle features Latin food at 8th and H Streets NW in the District’s Downtown Business 
Improvement District (BID).  Future expansion will focus on equally dense neighborhoods offering a 
range of quick and easy meal choices from natural snacks and beverages to Asian fusion and Latin 
American fare.  
 
Americans spent $142 billion on “fast-food” in 2006 with quick-service and fast-casual dining 
frequently becoming the primary meal option for many.  Increasingly Americans are looking for 
healthier, higher quality ‘fast’ foods that fit their schedules without sacrificing a healthy lifestyle. A 
cross between a natural market, a quick serve restaurant, and a vending cart, SmartKarts are set to 
revolutionize the way people view grab-and-go food.  
 
“Many people are deciding they want to be able to live, work and play in one place,” said Gabe Klein, 
CEO, On The Fly. “On The Fly caters to these young professionals, as well as the hundreds of 
thousands of workers and visitors that come into The District every day, and their desire for 
healthier food alternatives that not only fit into their active and busy lifestyles but deliver on quality 
and choice. ‘Fresh.  Local.  Fun.’ is not only our motto but the experience we hope to provide to 
consumers everyday.” 
 
On The Fly has built a fully equipped commissary and kitchen in the Capitol Hill District of 
Washington D.C. with the capability to produce thousands of meals per day, and to store up to 30 
SmartKarts. Each SmartKart will offer hot and cold fare around a central culinary theme, as well as 
snacks and beverages like hummus, pita chips, teas and fruit drinks. 
 
“We might spend a bit more to source local vegetables, breads, and drinks, but the consumer is going 
to taste the difference,” said Michel Heitstuman, CFO, On The Fly. “It’s a core belief at On The Fly 
that we need to set an example in the business community that you can do the right thing, keep 
money in the community, and make money as well.” 
 
Reflecting the trend toward environmentally responsible products, On The Fly dedicated itself to 
building an innovative, energy efficient vehicle.  Working with battery-electric, zero-emission GEM 
cars and custom upfitters, On The Fly designed its SmartKarts to minimize negative environmental 
impact, a feature particularly important to DC Government’s various agencies. 
 
“SmartKarts are the embodiment of Smart Growth.  They are zero-emission, smart, sustainable and 
provide healthy options for our workers and residents where they are, so people do not have to drive 
to find an organic yogurt, Honest Tea, or vegetarian taco,” said Harriet Tregoning, Director of 
Office of Planning for Washington, D.C. Government.  
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On The Fly is local in more ways than one.  Erik A. Moses, director of the DC Department of Small 
and Local Business Development, is working in partnership with other public agencies and private 
sector partners to bring innovative vending to the District.  “The city is focused on providing 
business opportunities that will energize the spirit of local entrepreneurship,” said Moses, whose 
Department serves as the liaison between vendors and partnering agencies.  “We are delighted to 
support the efforts of On the Fly - District entrepreneurs that will hire District residents, feature 
District chefs and provide downtown visitors and workers with exciting locally-produced food 
choices.”    
 
About SmartKarts  
SmartKarts will be conveniently located throughout the Washington metropolitan area in 2007 and 
2008 with plans to expand to other major markets.  A cross between a natural market, a quick serve 
restaurant, and a vending cart, SmartKarts are a new option for urban dwellers on the go.  For more 
information, visit www.ontheflydc.com . 
 
About On The Fly 
On The Fly was launched in 2007 and is a division of Home Slice LLC, a private holding company 
based in The District of Columbia in Capitol Hill.  On The Fly and Home Slice LLC are LSDBE 
certified by the DC Department of Small and Local Business Development (local enterprise).  
Smartkart and ecovending are registered trademarks of Home Slice, LLC.  Smartkarts are a 
proprietary design and as such are design patent pending. For more information see 
www.ontheflydc.com 
 
About Global Electric Motorcars 
A Chrysler company, Global Electric Motorcars (GEM) has manufactured and distributed over 
35,000 neighborhood electric vehicles (NEVs) worldwide that are being used in master planned 
communities, university and corporate campuses, and local, state and national government 
agencies. 
 
Global Electric Motorcars has been producing the street-legal NEVs for 10 years.  GEM vehicles 
have many of the same safety features of regular cars (such as three-point seat belts, 
automotive safety glass, and lights), but are much more economical in price and fuel 
consumption. Global Electric Motorcars was the first to offer a multipurpose NEV for sale from a 
major automaker. Today, the company produces six fully electric vehicle models ranging from 
two-seaters to six-seaters to utility models. 
 
GEM vehicles have driven a combined 200 million miles and spared 150 tons of tailpipe pollutants 
from reaching the air, while saving nearly 10 million gallons of gasoline. GEM vehicles are eligible 
for incentives and tax credits from clean-air districts and other governmental agencies. For more 
information, to build your own GEM, or to locate a dealer, visit w w w.gemcar.com. 
 


